Womack conducting mass casualty exercise Dec. 2
[bookmark: _GoBack]FORT BRAGG, N.C. – Womack Army Medical Center is conducting a mass casualty exercise Dec. 2, from 6 to 11 p.m.
The exercise will not impact hospital operations or scheduled appointments. However, patients and visitors may notice increased activity during the event as staff respond to situational exercises and role players.
A mass casualty event is one that brings a massive influx of patients to the hospital within a short period. A MASCAL has the ability to quickly overwhelm an organization’s staffing and capabilities.
“These mass casualty exercises are important for us an organization because they help train our staff on our emergency response procedures to handle a massive casualty situation,” said Marsha Lunt, Emergency Manager, WAMC. “This exercise is focusing on a CBRNE (chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear and explosives) event requiring a staff recall.” 
Lunt said that the timing of the exercise is chosen not only to minimally impact the population Womack serves, but also to better simulate a real-world event.
“Since an emergency can happen at any time, we chose to conduct this during the evening hours on a weekday,” she said. “This not only allows us to train evening staff, but also gives us the opportunity to effectively exercise our recall procedures.” 
(Editor’s note: Media interested in covering the mass casualty exercise should meet at Stryker Golf Course Dec. 2 at 6:15 p.m. Please RSVP by 10 a.m., Dec. 1, to 910-907-9925/7247.)
